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~o all the people who bve this 
world— in which lies Japan in 
which lies the city of Hiroshima. 
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All I know 


Nr>hrn4v talks 


sou.cbodv 


I don’t really 
understand 
what happened, 
over, to this day 
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.* Ill Q .1 

then:. 


) My daumatet 
v were stuck 
; order a fence. 
3i I Utkl dteiu I 


people sitting 
in silence. 
Round and 
swollen, they 
didn’t look 


A voice tcld me — you don't 
bclonp there in that world. 










Wc jlDt 
kept 
doir.g it. 


Thai 
bricgc — I 
ounc cd :t 
on the 
eighth. I 
ccu.dn’t 
find my 
father nor 
my little 
iL«cr 
Midori. 
The stench 
was driv ng 
me mad. 
Kwurri 
and I 
ll.itw 
lubbk at 
ihc horde 
of floating 
corpses in 
the river. 


bodicrcd me 
to walk over', 
rhe dead. 
Sometimes 1 
stepped on 

Hem. Buim 

flesh would 


A little bird 
With charred 
wings 
hopped 
along the 
ground. 1 
noticed 
burn* 0:1 my 
left arm, a 
barrerte 
scared inro 
mv hair. 


□idled and 
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Whenever 

I chink I'm 


everything 
about all 


Mother 


what ' 
happen 
ul lh.it 


Her face 7* 
swelled upj .s' 
and die 
cooldn: Mb 
open he i of 
eyes for a »L 
month. Cft 













/ A week after thar 
day, I lire light my 
mother hack home. 
'-Our home was half 
destroyed, and we 
slept in die 
>**-■ entryway. 


My yeu.igei brother Asalii had 
he^n sen i in om muni’s house 
n the counrry where he wou d 
be safe. When we went back 
for liirn live years .atci, we* 
bandy knew him anymore. He 
told us in my aunts local 
dialect that he didnt want to 
go back to Hiroshima. And 
because my a ant and ar.ck so 
...desired, the’.' adopted him. 


Father was at 
s work wher. 
» the ix-mb 
I hit. We 

fA. found 


that he 
died the 


And Midori 

never did 
come hack 
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IMP! 







































My sitter Katum; 
became bedridden 


that dav- 


1 ler body covered 
Win purple 
splotches. .she 
would suddenly 
Starr Kitting anci 
yelling at us. 1 hat's 
how she was as she 
I passed away. 


And 
liter I 
became 
bedridde 


Mother 


stopped 

talking 

about 

Kasumi. 


Hit** 


\\ rertwtp m 
I l » axe 
< \ ftWMER ASA 
• \jGW?Mi N/ 


made 
porridge tor 
breakfast. 


.^1 
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I think I’m 
los.ng my 
hnir : but I 
done nave 
the strength 

to raise my 

hand to my 
had... Ill' 


It's beer. ter. 
years. 1 v/or.drr 
if the people 
who cropped the 
bomb are 
pleased with 
themselves — 
“Ye*! Got 
another one!” 



it takes all 
1 have to 
hold onto 
the 

bedpan. 


1 coughed 

up 

something 
solid again. 


Its not just 
blood. I'm 
spin ng up 
my insides. 
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Grandma's rrsr 
results from 
that day weren't 
goc-d. She d .cd 

that summer. 


THAT'S 
m< i xvr 
KNOW WHAT 
iC'/nn 


by autumn, 
Nagio had to 
commute 
regularly to rhe 
hospital, so we 
moved to a 
place close by. 


7HW/H 
1SUKAAA 
A'G r 
UQ& 
KKFHOV 


you tf/WT > 
5 CtM \ 

ACTE?/ < 


My 

dream, 
the one 
ecu.dn't 


about, 
was to 
become 
a -veil 

behaved 
girl like 
Toko. 
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..tncy gave on me 
sunny fragrance ul 

CHI! oiJ 
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its itrrers lined wirf 
sakura rrees. 
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Main Reference Sources 


Translator's rot 9 Sources o**3CO€ o rrilsf. 3K tWt 
Titles in prcrthosx h holes to o ccccifcb scute's crfcci 
* ^ Toes n oateitheses r con :&<! ae cu ow 
T'3T«lTk995. 

Ota Ycko. Ttanap to Vac/ir to Sto to (The *-°cpe 
Town ot Ybcregl) aol St&ebene to touch: SencNtf c <*>. 
-5/Vfcatem no MTO/V S Svafcfcte in Engfch in Hrosnnv 
Tti'ee V/*rw3SG3 under tha ttl* Cny o'Cagtoas. Prrwon 
I InWYSIty Pwws 

Yamsihlrc Tcmce. setter. uerbeftu n Ito’e (Lung re 
Atcme 3omcj, K*vn fosho Carver. Mtan to Gervbok; 
wow 3<P6Corc crfJepen'i Atone Bon** 

Nl t< I liroshlmo editor, GeTOertv TO C: > Hts/wia nc Xk*jj 
Ifl-DOmb PKtonts-tWvjr m*> of H MAHh) PlOrchrg 

Co 

Oo Konrabjo. ( tiroshh* Nco-o. Iv/anami Sroeen. 

-Avail, io(o n tngiish M htcfftra Atttts On** t-mt 

lb.ua Mul)I, Kura An*. Srtrcho Ber*o (*Tho« row 
t09 rrovto w« good too i 

-AvWlaota >i English w fl'ac* »**>. Kouareha Airenc*. 

Na:aw/.o Kci) . Kurd At* rj tn*n#v (Gating Ht b/ ito 
Olaefc Ran) ard HdSHSAi to 3*9. Hemp. 3h».ppan Vyn 
Natouawo Key hv»w> .Wanga 6’atohr. sow 'A Cowrjon ot 
Nakazavta Kali's Foacn Ntargsi. 

•HTO’.istw to Or? is aval.ibn n hrejisn as h&&co’ (Jen 
Last Gasp. 

Hfiwiwna w Ki’o*v. .Hi Wu 50 Mar Sutfjfctfw (A 
Record cf Hroeir-a: A Colectcn of Phctce of SO Years 
0* H e AtoniiG Bjtlibi l»* ChujeAu 3m bui Cun uay. 

Sasaki HjrJ-lio. «*i. HineJ»m ?5 '**/ (A 

WWO PCCOCC Ot Hrchinu 25 Ycarai. Ihs Ajoh 
Sliinbuu Ouriijiariy. 

fnansnx Stof/w? Soiko 72 Urbina Smscu to >ce/< 
(v/aiiaiiii Photo Bunko r? HmsfUra: War an reClyj. 
taanam Shotcr. 
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k;-su Uasanwrc am Mshi'nvO Sl'igeo £ >J& v &mu 
rOrcctvna nc Ccnboku (Hrcahirra's Atomic Bomb as 
Read through PirlLre^Fuailnkai. 

.snfco to as.’x&o (Tht Poctp'ws of caiastroohe) and 
KeccBu Sstj rtig&ii (The T-aged/ Thai Ccwitnuaa}. Nfxr*i 
TnsTO Cfrrar .*Am«.Vna AngssaW OiWiaVi/ SnaOVt rga 
3*wiO Ricto anO Paritrc i-dibtiu- o the Atomic 
&3'0> r Hratan m; i^ag»mkb vmirnH 7 and 3. 

hcmi 50 STOuroo ZuTOta- Sccoo H^oswia shl Sh< 

A^chr to ku'ss.T nc 50 WSi (The "Otn Annlveresv of tha 
Atomic BoTO: Oy Ye* 9 0* Ot>* eno Life, a PlC’.Orel 
mkt r, or re ziy cf HhosNma Altai the Y.W.. The C«> of 

Hirc^*na 

/Vtfc/> Ciuntrcr. **o'v to be to Cfoko (Tho Van on tin 
&Og*J Tha Awh Shmtxn Campat/. 

^**«iou Karuo Osnbaiv rc* S-twi.u (T»«i Atomid Bomb 
and DuortmraSon), The Asahl Dhro.in Cerpany. 

Chu5c*u Strr.bun (frem August 1d. r :G). The Ghugooi 
Slimctn corrpany. 

Srov/a t4nmvtich/no Zen Kiw.v (A Comppte History of 
20.000 Oars In th? Ghcwa DeJ volumo 10. Koitond*. 

Aeffeiba-. $H>*a Chi (lbs >sfr> tivrr I lis.ory o' the Chowa 
E-aJ TOlne 14, The Aiahi Shmbun Company. 



Fxplanation by author 


p 8: Tr*e World Ocnfeenc* Against A f. H Bombs was 
one ol the maicr e-.er'ts toat tcok pace in Japan m 

• 900. The first c o tfwro was heU on August & 1 In 

Hiroshima. 

p. 9: OtcrtK-swi «vus n dNurfcJ Joiy xj ij cy Had in. 
Kvugo which woo popular n t u&4. k..v.>iyg 
autobiography wan h my father's persona Kray In «. 
Kaauga owc'oas on op^occ .vxrnt n« >«ta during 
theli .vwftiy* stricken days, and to* gave ma tie idee 
tpr Mrwrl to Wfak to week MrtfOOt. 

p. 9-71: TLwii of Cufn (f&Mj tv Hour, is s*4 
m l Ircehino <r lUbb Vinomi iwenai cncw> ealed 
Air. i Doon (.\ti«n is tMfa ra r * freer the e ra aa rr -day Ao» 
Ifcon). Hijtcersd o os the -otorr< stum.- many o- the 
people who Ive.i 'here r st their houses and fart *o the 
atomic ocmb and thv -eccv.ructcr that cai-e bk< 
The existence ot this enclave came to on end in 1977 
on d a currently u greenbelt as depicted on cage 70. 

p. 1 3: Kaneymra ard Hasegawa ire boti ntnfuptor/a 
baucbol plovers 'Abo play tor tx Hkochimc, Corp. m re 
A>j i-t cl *9!if>. phnher Ryohei Hasng**a arl-kwert his 
•oo‘ h c ?r-&c wii, snd in September * 955 Jro 
Ka tsii ivi sloe I is 4C0tl i \jxx. Neil'*? St um no 
Uoikcehi are parlicubry fcasaoali irt out bsc< then, 
as L»b7 <jv to II lb d*y. j I lu ut-uiiu hfirus mu wire 
tree ot thsr barvefl Carp. However, in these d%s. 
baseb3l was r t on TV or radio as it s w t/ost 
people ost rc«d ascot ’he resists ot tre- gam m r»- 
ner/ispaper oi the tolowrg ca y. With zt re trre 

0 ef«j a; passionate as they were, T«y muit hewe had 
greet imagnaiens. 

p. 16: kfcntyn Motyoc ond h<? husband ot the trre, 

.lit** Dhtagg o. vis ted .lap-n n I 9SJ DM^gja evan 
vtatsd tfte Carp to give them sorts tipi 

p 16: [trans rote: In pane 9 Miram reetfro Cr.nct 
<Ar redo show/ ho3 droudv aortodt’ In too origiroi 
.Inpnrvwe. Mlvtn fc rxrttmnttm xnrlVeiy rwrn ir 
the rn»o show */>yo Carre if op Song Camel The 
tronsoticn c/ hounos crO** enctnto w-ich re«e>3Yxn 
1(9/0 C.H-m fdlo.v}.| The \il time of Ka/o (Mr* was 
r/tfttwu Kr/ou Gwi/v (Brightly Colored Pop Sag 
Gone:. It was o oeputo- roJo cfxwr that was txccdcost 
on Hndny nlQhrn. 

p. 10 : Ihc ucpufcr pic wrasllr- flMdoan had a malch 
at Hroshimah Kane Scgo Gicund Stacium :r August 

• 953. Other wrestlers an the ccrd reiuoed Arumatoe . 
KDKchi Lndo, Ortaja. Curts, and Orton. 

p. 2. p. 21: TIih ujtoMle brdye raAgtf kx HWuai 
Otehl (Pc3» &dgo! and tho M«hi »«hi 
(West Fence Rndge] Aem iJ3<igrind t<y MprCK-e 
A xcricon idiot loonu Noguclil r 1961 he hwo 
hiktoes -»ir Innaln'l n it» south ein fwt o' 1i»* Peaow* 
Pa-k. The raling cr HerAS Chashi e entitled Airu £o 
I'.t), It was toi l icily <_dtoe 7auK-ru flu luito U Cisa.c) 
he raling zc the Niei HeMa 0h3£hi e S'rru (to ael 


■s torr^i title was n*u (tu jassi. A. the lime, people 
tticugN they v«ws too farcy and they weren’l wy wel 
ieoe*y*3. 

p. 22: Tno brtdg: dop*ct>J hoc o Shin O usl'i which 
y«ci lie pr<*k«><-!*ir to Sishv Hnv« OhHihi. t ww 
acfuMy a W C^JO- tron h>a M p drown horc . 

p 77: n dolhQ research to- this manga enO looking at 
px«os. I dAoovered rha- the CenMku Dcms (the 
AtuiK RyuA* Dome! has caanbed erd 3000n» 
cmcao- Irr t was rtgh- after too bomb dropped Some 
pnxia urertod ■ » t* (MfOjlOd to move pw tas 
natcry o • that <*». but h i LWbt wao dedeed that tho 
sk triui* Avujtd t>» oreeeived -n srrve « * reminrtiir -n 
tolre generations ol the horror# ot nuelwr wvaocr*. 
Orrg Vlrerm's tree It was *11 Jus* the r jn$ cf 8 
bjldrg. but l induced it a# a tribute to Ilia braver/ ot 
the aoakutha who deoded to preseve it as a syttoO. 

p. 30: To**! Go 'Ott.yro/>0< Kto (Bccoucc .he Moor ic 
&> Pr^I HD H popuET song raring May o' Ififlfl, 
oung by ta^uko Ssuguwa’o. LcMkosa b linos oro Iron 
the ftrst ymte. ar .1 tAwn-is are ■nr tty- thkrJ. 

p. a»: h mkjht no: have beer competeV ceai in ti e 
manga, aut i sid crusual fcr symptems of rariaton 
sdresE to oepcar yca-s allcr cxpoarc. Winomib 
sr*cr«r K a r cf ~fi expnsurF ‘o the hrmb ter 
y^ais age. Abo. tic express t r dn fxrr Mito to 
HrrfHrr;- vnfa antwPT In the rrrrnrg, sn 
Mram s aixf end bretherb do ro: arr\>a r :hc evening 
vJ Ell Hut *U b 1 1 IK M iji ij Rill Mil till i li mi i I 

090. 90 perhaps fh& bwevee the: it ie evaring. 

p. 37: Carey ot C vwy Btossars iSaHurs ao K.tr\') 
Pan a w in 1987 n ToIq-os tva<ano Dat'ict. h the 
t»c*^cuid is the water tank hai pectin coiKrt ‘Wlzu 
no Ton 1 fiVstO' lower) it r.es o Jh n the eartv Shows 
f»xd 11926- 989i praris note: The sign tot Ofc 
hfawo Disnctb Wtej no r 0u Pork opoccrti on logo 81) 
pv*4l 

p. »: ftrws. note: The ods col Nonain “Goemon" 
t»CJ«Ri* he- ia« naiw n lihi-au.a Ti* H a relererce 
to tho rnvcrical tijuio shikana Qoomon (1 S80- 1S9«I 
who is Tough* o' as a j.vnvno -*cbn Hone.. 

p. 39: Tlfa> kwtLr iyu is lailaJ Kulm-uiudjusl*. II 

O00SPC o-cr the rokura I'M iinoe Msknrc Road 

p 5*: Polesstonal Pawfxfl- Country of Chary 
Otowors .Sa*vff X «<un«; Pen hs set h iho a.rrmor 
o' 2UA Tt»-» v/a» si Oden tdk. of e mow* to a one 
teoouc system, ary J cvcry-xie wot juite ox>»r^-d. Dv 
toe way. tx -irosht-na C»t> nave not acne e-el these 
par lev. yea-3. 

p. bb: r you oak at heaaetoneE in Hiroehrra yxxi'l 
n»ca rrent marod *v1h the dote ALpjst 6 rn . *945 It 
$ sad ~C S&f the: carvec next :o thew a-e 5^e*.<ars mere 
names cri peope .vho died witorr e ‘cvv merths ot that 
date. 
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Afterword 


"Why don’t you do a story about Hrcshrra?' asxed my editor. That was 
last summer. I had just handed him an fislalmanl cf my manga that was 
being serialized, and tie broached He subject while we were chatting 
about going home for the holidays. Creat! I thought to myself. I can uso as 
much of the Hiroshima dialect as I want! I was excited tor a moment until I 
realized that my editor was talking about too Hiroshima. I telt reluctant 
because when I was a student, there we-e a njmbe- of times when I 
nearly fanted- at the Peace Merronai Museum and when seeing footage 
of the Comb. It caused quite a commotion anc ever since. I've tried to 
avoid anything related to the bomb 

I thi-k I decided to go aheae and do this protect because tnis whole time, 
somewhere deep inside. I’ve oeen -‘eeling that it is unnatural ard 
irrcsponsble tc remain disconnected from this issue— or rather, that it is 
unnatural and irresponsbe for me to conscously try to avoid this issue. 
Although I was born and rased n Hiroshima. I am neithe' a hibaKusha 
survivor of the atomic bomb, no-amla second generation hibakushs. I 
don’t have any relatives who can talk about their experience. Fcr me, the 
atomic borne is a tragedy’ that occurred n the distant pact. At the same 
time, it was a circumstance that oxsted in tnc background o* "other 
people’s nousehods.” I always thought all I needed to know about the 
bomb was that it was a tenfying thing that happened once upon a time, 
anc a subject best avoided. Afler living in Tokyo for a while, however. I 
came to 'ealize that people outside of Hiroshima and Nagasak didn’t realy 
knew all that much about the ravages of the atomc bomb. Unlike me. 
they weren’t avoding the sutject-they never had tho opperturby to learn 
about it even if they wanted to. Japan c the only country n the world to 
be ”it by the bomb. (Or cnc of the few countries, if you include depletec 
umnium ammunition.) .And realized the guit I feel for enjoying peace is ar 
stronger than the unnatural tendancy I hac as a person horn Hiroshima to 
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"Town of Evening Calm. Country of Cherry Blossoms is a profoundly moral 
work and. ovon better, a singularly humane one." - Come world Nowd 

"...WOH Worth your attontion" - The Comic* Journal 

“...undeniably moving. It will leave an impression." - Amt it Coo) New» 

“Top 10 Manga for 2007“ - s WeoMy 

"Best Comics of 2007' - No* Yor* Marino 

• Grand Prize. Manga Division 1 - 2004 japot M*dt* Art® r**tivAt 





